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~ Early this ‘month’in Washmg-\{

* tomr Heights a young woman;

- slipped away from the infense
. people who had been crowd-

'mg her apartment, folded- a
. ' desparatc note into a paper

" jsoner in my own apartment, 9

" Iner was already being lifted off|- N
one of the strangest episodes in{~

‘too late. . . ,” The.note was

girplane and sailed it out thel

Jiving-room window.

The note twisted down
through the winter twilight to
the fect of a mother and child
out for & walk. While the
young woman waved frantically
Hrom the window, the mother
lpicked up the note and read
it: -

"~ “Please help to get me out
of here. I am being held a pri-}

Cabrini Boulevard, Apt. 4A.}
They're going to move me soon
to some unknown location. I
will try to leave some clue in
my room if the police get here

signed Alice Weitzman,
‘By the time the police ar-
rived 40 minutes later, a cor-

(fthe history of the American
left. '

e

Police Told of Plot
What has cmerged is one
of the last survivals of the stu-
dent activism of the nineteen-
JIsixties—the steady progression'
of a committed far-left organi-
zation from theoretical writing
to the violent descriptions of
sadism, from praise of hu-
Tmanism to physical violence
against opponents, from hope-
{ful debate about ideas to an
jembittered  conviction  that
inearly the entire world is
engaged ina conspxracy agamst
it. A

"When the pblxce arnved on
|Cabrini Boulevard ‘that eve-
ning, they found the apartment
Jerowded  with  well-dressed
militants of a Marxist group
called the National Caucus of
Labor Committees, Six of the
group were arrested and
charged with unlawfully: impris-
oning Miss Weitzman, a mem-
ber who had been recently ex-
pressing  skepticism  about
the organization’s views,

The group explained to the
police that they had been “stay—l
ing" "with their fellow member
because she had been brain-
washed and “programmed” byi
what they described as a cabal,
including both the Central Intel-,
ligdnce Apency and the K.G.B,, '

tho: Soviet esplonage
tigs. The plot, thcmwyle

volved assassination of thelrl

leatler,

Ao

heen  areacteadt alll

. Connecticut and the son of the
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were the son of a Deputy As-
sistmt Secretary of State for
East.Asia Affairs, the daughter
of an Episcopalian priest in

chairman of the electrophysics
department at Rensselaer Poly-|-
technic Institute, Other mem-
bers. who emerged later in-
cluded the daughter of the
president of Sarah Lawrence

.puters to invent spuriou

!
MONTGOMERY" ...
sectretly gotten access {
ous_of their members a
“programmed"” them lik

tities
leaders,
BAuind all the changet
fourider and present ch
of the caucus, a 51-y
Marxist teacher and tl
cian who uses the nan

and - assassmate

College and the son of a viceMarcus, Among his curr

president of the Ford Founda-I
tion.

The six »\ere arraxgned the
next morning and released in
$1,000 bail. The case is still.
pending in the courts, though}
Miss Weitzman in the meantime!
has become a reluctant witness:
against her former friends.
“What they need, you. can't
provide.in a court” she said at
ong - prehmmary hearmg last
week. - :

' The Genes!s
fils history of the Labor
Commxttees is a seven-year

st4T¥. in which the group, now
estxmated to include between

600 and 1,000 intensely com-

mitted members here and in
Turppe, was formed from ele-
ments of Students for a Demo-
cratic Society in the waning
days of the -student movement,
and"'played a leading role in
the Columbia University strike

The early phase was a calm
tune of writing and attempting
to orgamw workers for a
in 1968. .
world revolution.” Those who
]omed it then say they did so
because it was an intelligent
alternative to the violence of
thé “Weathermen or the inac-
tion of drugs or communes.

In-its later period, however,
the group has gone on to psy-
chosexual specu]atlon about
hehavior modification, and still
fupther, last year to savage
bedtings of -— by their own

colint—at least 40 political op-
tponents principally members of
the" Communist party and
blatk-power activists,

Labor Committees disrupled
the. Senate Watergate hearings
one “day last summer and ran
zealous campaigns for local of-
fice' in New York, Newark and
othtr cities last fall, none of
which drew more tlnn 2,000
votes.

wTarget of Conspiracy

Now the group is convinced
it is the target of a vast ¢on-
spiracy embracing, among many
otlﬁ‘v clements, the C.LA,, the

nB British mé(bbcg?éﬁ[‘ he

mm\f the Rockefeller fﬁmxly
and the anthropology depart-
ment at Columbia University.

‘liefs is that he is the only man
in the world capable of “de-
programming” the alleged vic-
tims of the brainwashing con-
‘spiracy. i

Mr. Marcus has alreadv sub-
jected several members of the
organization to his technigues,
which. appear to include hyp-
notisim and deprivation of solid
foodiand plans to use them on
at legst several more,

‘Oné of those bcmg kept in
“isolation”  for

sent to Bellevue Hospital last
week after being found running
on the streets screaming “De«
control me! Decontrol me!”
Anpther, until the police ex-
iricated her, was Miss Weitz-

.nmn in Washington Heights,

! = ‘Human Race at Stake’
t Mr. Marcus, whom former

.colfeagues described as a bril-

liant synthesizer of ideas into
coherént systems, beheves that
unless he breaks the “con-
spiracy,” the world is doomed.
“‘Any of you who say this is a
hoax—You're cruds' You're
e said in a specch on Jan. 3
“The human race is at stake.:
Either we win or there is no|
hu;namty That's the way she's
cut.” ..

People who have left the
movement are astonished at the
turn it has taken. Where once
members talked, of nonviolence!
and human crcatmtv they now
spend their waking hours being
harangued in violent speeches
stidded with accusations -that
their enemies are forcing them
to' &€at excrement, perform
fellatio on pigs and dogs, and
submit to homosexual rape.

At their dingy headquarters
In; a garment center loft on
West 29th Strect, Labor Com-,

.mittee youths assigned to “se-

curity” sit at thé door twirling
munchaku sticks—Ilethal karate
weapons made of two clubs
joined by a chain. .Twenty or
S0t red-eyed men and women
rush  about answering  tele-
phones, operating mimecograph

ﬁl‘AhRDFI88dgl1131gm30300593mL11)r10§t and Khushro

reu
Members scem incapable of
{: mu 8 about anvtlnnp but the
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“deprogram- |
ming” is a- member who was.
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washing victim, Mr, Marcus has
told them that they are not
respongible for their thoughts
or actions because of the “pro-
gramming.”
¢ “Don’t behcve a thing you
isay,”" at least one Labor Com-
mittee adherent was told. “Wait
till .you check it out with a
competent - authority.”
competent authorities are Mr,
Marcus and a handful of as-
sistants whom he has certified
by “depth analysis” sessions. |

“It’s the saddest thing I've:
ever seen,” said one member!
who withdrew recently. “The’
Labor Comi..ittee used to say:
that people have the power to
change the world by thinking.:
Now they have come to just:
the opposite conclusion — by,
thinking, or questioning, you
can damage the organization.”

Though a few have left the
group in disgust over its latest|
phase, it has managed to hold
most of its members, of whom
there are ahout 180 in New
York, perhaps 50 in Boston and
the rest scattered through 23
‘cells in the United States and
11 in Europe and Canada.

Tota] comtnitment is required
for members. Jobs and families
are expected to be secondary
to party work; almost all mem-
bers who -are married also
have spouses in the movement.
Dues are $24 a month, which
‘pay for publications, rents,
propaganda and six salaried of-
ficials. :

The Highest Stipend

. Mr. Marcus says he gets $50
a week, the highest stipend. He
says that “contributions” also
help pay for his frequent trips
to Europe and other expenses.
1t is known that one young
member liquidated her trust
fund this month to help pay
for the blizzard of press re-
leases about brainwashing.

- The unimportance of family
ties seems to be stressed. In
Criminal Court the other day,
two of the defendants in the
Washmpton Heights case —

Mary Fletcher, dau;rhlcr of an

Gandhi, whose  father is at
.Ronsselaer Polytechnic — were
pxoddmr a third, Daniel Sneid-
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